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[bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract of the contribution: Discussion on system impacts from introduction of 3 octet TAC.
[bookmark: _Hlk509918291]Discussion 
In R3-182492 and R3-180634 RAN3 informs SA2 about the agreement to introduce a 3 octet in NG-RAN and provides the CRs implementing relevant changes in RAN3 specifications. The decision to go from 2 to 3 octets was taken to meet operators demands on increased deployment flexibility.
The change to the TAC format impacts TS 23.003 owned by CT4.
TAC is part of the TAI and as such part of the Target ID used during handover procedure via CN for routing towards the target CN (see TS 36.413 and TS 38.413).
This implies that in case of 5GS, a source AMF must support routing based on:
· 2 octet TAC when conducting inter-system handover to EPS;
· 3 octet TAC when intra-5GS NG handover is conducted.
Obviously, for EPS the opposite must be supported by a source MME:
· 2 octet TAC based routing when conducting intra-EPS S1 handover;
· 3 octet TAC based routing when inter-system handover to 5GS is conducted.
It is therefore proposed to clarify in TS 23.501 in section 5.17.2.2.2 Mobility for UEs in single-registration mode the TAC format used at inter-system handover.

Conclusion
This contribution discusses impacts from introduction of 3 octet TAC in 5GS. 
It is proposed to clarify in TS 23.501 in section 5.17.2.2.2 Mobility for UEs in single-registration mode the TAC format used at inter-system handover.
Furthermore, it is concluded that CT4 needs to update their specification to capture that at inter-system handover, EPS/5GS to 5GS/EPS, routing needs to be based on the TAC format used in the target system.
[bookmark: _Toc476030922][bookmark: _Toc470196727]It is proposed to inform CT4 about the results of SA2 discussion and the SA2 understanding of the necessary updates in the relevant specification(s). A draft LS is provided in S2-185085.
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